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October 14th & 15th, 2024, Maison Française d’Oxford
Norms & The City
International Research Network, CNRS “Norms of Life”
Maison Française d’Oxford
Chaire Ville Métabolisme

Morgan Clarke, Oxford University
Martine Drozdz, CNRS, Maison Française d’Oxford
Perig Pitrou, CNRS, Maison Française d’Oxford

Cities are places inhabited by complex ontologies. They host human and non-human components (animals, plants, micro-organisms), technical objects (buildings, infrastructure, means of locomotion) and collective regulatory instruments (town planning codes, planning instruments) in hybrid spaces composed of multiple historical strata. 
Although not all of the interactions can be programmed, a certain number of norms organise these encounters, which take place continuously, on every street corner, at every scale, between all the inhabitants, and between technical objects and the organisations which intervene on the production and the management of urban space. Although these norms are not always totally explicit, nor are they always imposed by stabilised institutions, they do play a part in the construction of cities and the way we live in them.
This workshop brings together philosophers, geographers, anthropologists and sociologists, to initiate a collective reflection on how to describe the way in which norms (legal, moral, religious, behavioural, clothing, etc.) manifest their presence and their constraints in urban spaces. This invites us to reflect on their materialisation in gestures, attitudes, objects and texts, or their activation in linguistic interactions and exchanges. Our aim is to examine, both by looking at the most sophisticated ways of organising collective existence and exploring the details of ordinary life, how norms guide actions, in terms of preferential choices or prohibitions. In outlining these lines of inquiry, the aim is to show how the humanities and the social sciences make visible norms that have been rendered invisible by habit, power relationships, ideology and complexity. 
Drawing on the lessons of the work on ‘Forms of Life’ carried out by the CNRS International Research Network ‘Norms of Life’, we will pay attention to the fragility of norms which are to be protected or criticised, and to the historicity of their geographical mode of existence. 
Each participant will use an illustration (photograph, video, film, drawing) which shows an object or a situation to reflect specifically on the way in which norms appear (or are obscured) in public space.

Monday, November 14th
2.15 pm Introduction by Perig Pitrou (MFO) and presentation of the IRN by Estelle Ferrarese (Université de Picardie Jules Verne) 
2.45 pm Morgan Clarke (Oxford University),The unwanted gaze: norms of eye-contact in urban spaces
3.30 pm Pauline Detavernier (ENSA Paris Val de Seine, Agence PCA-Stream),These streets are made for walking: norms, codes and practices
4.15 pm Coffee Break
4.45 pm Maan Barua (Cambridge University), Negotations: excerpts from an Amphibious Urbanism
5.30 pm Perig Pitrou (CNRS/MFO), Dog Lives in Cities
6.15 pm Conclusion of the first day by Pascal Marty (MFO), followed by a drink

Tuesday, October 15
9.00 am Gillian Rose (Oxford University), Death and Life in a Great Finnish Computer Game: Norms in Cities Skylines
9.45 am Martine Drozdz (CNRS/ MFO), Normalising volume in Paris Local plans
10.30 am Coffee break
11.00 am Estelle Ferrarese (Université de Picardie Jules Verne), Urban Form, Healthy Lives: A look back at Adorno's Los Angeles
11.45 Markus Arnold (University of Cape Town), Spaces of excess, configurations of possibles:  urban ecotones in African literature 
12.30 pm Lunch
2 pm Anne Gonon (Doshisha University), Yellow or blue fillets? Resonating to the voice of nature in a Japanese urban environment
2.45 pm Sandra Laugier, Université Paris 1 Pantheon-Sorbonne, Lives and the City. The invention of the City at the turn of the 21st century
3.45 pm Coffee break and final discussion
image1.png




image2.png
MFro

MAISON FRANCAISE D'OXFORD




image3.jpeg
CHAIRE
PSL* VILLE
METABOLISME

PCA'STREAM




