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 DECEMBER 10 

11:30-12:00 Registration and welcome 

12:00–1:40 Challenging Soviet Narratives: Decolonisation, Dissent, and Inclusion 

Madeleine Reeves (University of Oxford)  
Ashar: Politicising Shelter and its Absence in a State ‘Without Homelessness’  

Diana Kudaibergenova (University College London)  
Title TBC 

Agnes Zviedre (Art Academy of Latvia) 
Decolonising the Understanding of Socialist Equality: Case Study of the Society of the Blind in Cēsis 

Katerina Szylo (University of Oxford)  
From Restructuring to Rebuilding: Perestroika and the 1989-1991 Coal Miners’ Strikes in Ukraine 
 

1:40–2:30 Lunch 

2:30-3:20 KEYNOTE & WELCOME Archie Brown (University of Oxford) 

The Meanings, Complexity and Significance of Perestroika 
 

3:20–3:35 Coffee break 

3:35–4:50 The Shocking Power of the Past: How Historical Revelations Changed the 

Soviet Sense of Self (the ERC project Perestroika From Below, Leibniz-Zentrum für 
Zeithistorische Forschung Potsdam (ZZF) 

Corinna Kuhr-Korolev (ZZF, Potsdam) 
History in Public: The Soviet Cultural Fund as an Actor in Historical Discourse during Perestroika  

Ksenia Krimer (ZZF, Potsdam) 
Reading the Readers: Perestroika Letters and the Late Soviet Moral Imagination  

Juliane Fürst (ZZF, Potsdam, CEU, Vienna) 
Bringing up the bodies: How the (badly) buried Ukrainian Past made the Perebudova 
 

5:15–7:00 Panel and exhibition opening (Taylorian Institute):  

Image and Word: On the Unsaid, the Surreal, and the Nihilist 

Ramutė Rachlevičiūtė (Vilnius Academy of Arts) 
How to Endure in the Face of Absurdity: The Efforts of Lithuanian Artists       

Yeremieieva Kateryna (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich)  
Without Words: The Speaking Process in Perestroika Caricatures  

Valentin Diakonov (Whitworth Gallery, University of Manchester)  
Modernity at Last: Konstantin Zvezdochetov’s Decoding of Soviet Tropes 
 

Victoria Musvik (University of Oxford): exhibition Image, Word, Freedom: Perestroika and 
Photography (opening tour) 

https://forms.gle/4c78XRjLqnRMyWn89


December 11 
 

10:00–11:40 Transformation, Interaction, and Dialogue: Perestroika and the Process of 

Pluralisation 

Elmira Nogoibaeva (Discussion Platform Esimde, Bishkek)  
Democratic Groups in Kyrgyzstan - Title TBC 

Kathy Rousselet (CERI, Sciences Po, Paris)  
Christian Interactions and Modes of Believing in Russia  

Anna Smolentseva (University of Cambridge)  
Moral Transformations of the Late Soviet Period 

Alexander Dmitriev (Charles University, Prague) 
 "True Marxism" at the End of State Socialism: The Resources and Weaknesses of the Left-Wing 
Alternative during Perestroika 

11:40–11:55 Coffee break 

11:55–1:15 Uncovering Female, Queer, and Taboo Themes  

Irina Roldugina (Bristol University)  
Perestroika, Homosexuality and Trans Issues 

Anna Sidorevich (CHSP, Sciences Po, Paris)  
Between Continuities and Ruptures: Leningrad Feminists and the Post-Soviet Transition 

Ella Rossmann (Leibniz Institute for the History and Culture of Eastern Europe, 
Leipzig)  
Feminist Alternatives: Perestroika and New Women’s Organisations in a Decolonial Perspective 

1:15–2:15 Lunch 

2:15–3:05 KEYNOTE Carole Sigman (CERCEC, CNRS, Paris) 

From Subversion to the Collapse of the Soviet System: The Mobilisations of 
‘Informal’ Political Clubs 

3:15–3:20 Coffee break 

3:20–5:00 Defying the Centre, Exploding the Hierarchy: Perestroika through Cinema and 

Design 

Catriona Kelly (University of Cambridge)  
The Collapse of the Centre: The Soviet Film Industry Remade 

Almira Ousmanova (European Humanities University, Vilnius)  
The End of the Grand Illusion: The Politics and Poetics of Labor under the Conditions of "Real 
Socialism"  

Laura Todd (University of Nottingham)  
Youthquake or Youthsploitation: Perestroika Films about Youth in Context 

Olha Korniienko (Leibniz Centre for Contemporary History, Potsdam)  
Designing Perebudova: Ukrainian Fashion Designers Between Soviet Control and Cultural Self-Assertion 

5:00–5:30 “Wine and nibbles” break 

5:30–6:00 Nikolay Karabinovich (Independent artist, Odesa)  

Wind of Changes. Artist Talk and Performance 

 December 12 
 

10:00–11:40 Ahead of Perestroika: Grassroots Movements, Gray Zones and Left 

Creativity  

Georgy Mamedov (University of Melbourne)  
Title TBC 

Galina Yakova (Independent researcher, Pleven)  
The Gray Zone in Dissidence in Socialist Bulgaria During the 1970s: The Base for the First Informal 
Organisation in 1988 

Irina Gordeeva (Leibniz-Zentrum für Zeithistorische, ZZF, Forschung Potsdam)  
Ahead of the Curve from Below: Grassroots Peace Initiatives and the Soviet Peace Committee in the 
1980s 

11:40–11:55 Coffee break 

11:55–1:15 The “Darker Side” of Perestroika: Far-Right Nonconformism, Criminal 

Networks and Afghan War Veterans’ Movements 

Federico Varese (University of Oxford, Sciences Po)  
Title TBC  

Elena Racheva (University of Manchester)  
“We Didn’t Send You There…”: The Afghan War, Veterans’ Movements, and the Transformation of 
Public Memory in Late Soviet and Post-Soviet Russia 

Alexandra Koroleva (CHSP, Sciences Po) 
Between Local Community and the State – Voluntary Society for Sobriety in Akademgorodok in the 
1980s 

1:15–2:15 Lunch 

2:15–3:40 Art and Show Business: Transforming and Reforming 

Zbigniew Wojnowski (University of Oxford)  
The Roots of Entrepreneurship in Late Soviet Show business: Profit, Professional Pride, and 
Responsibility 

Vera Otdelnova (University of Oxford)  
Fine Art and Reform: Soviet Artists Discussing the Economics of Their Profession 

Alia Tesis (Magazine Iskusstvo, publisher)  
Art, Institutions, and Editorial Transformation During Perestroika. Reassessing Iskusstvo Magazine 
(1985–1990) 

3:40-4:00 Coffee break 

4.00-4.30 Final roundtable 

 

Address: Pembroke College, St. Aldates, Oxford OX1 1DW 

Contact the organiser: victoria.musvik@pmb.ox.ac.uk (Victoria Musvik) 

With many thanks to Stephen Whitefield and Anna Smolentseva 

Supported by OxPo (Oxford-Sciences Po Network) and Maison Française d'Oxford 

  Image: Dmitry Borko. Exhibition "Week of Conscience" (1988). Courtesy of the photographer 
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